Good afternoon, everyone, thank you for the opportunity to speak.

My name is Dr. Walter Lucken, I am Assistant Professor of English at Queens College where |
am attached to the SEEK program.

I am here today to testify about the environmental conditions in Delany Hall.

What has happened in Delany Hall is unconscionable, unacceptable, and appalling. Our students
deserve much better than this and I cannot believe it has become necessary for me to come here
today and deliver a reminder to that effect.

My colleagues have fallen ill, our services and faculty are scattered across campus, and [ am
simply appalled by the total lack of concern and care we have experienced. Human beings work
and study in Delany Hall. This is wrong and could have been avoided. The reports and petitions
will explain the details better than I can, so my goal today is to communicate what we are asking
for.

Put simply, our direct pleas for a safe and healthy working environment have not been taken
seriously and our well-being has been utterly disregarded. I cannot believe the level of
negligence we have experienced and the disrespect and condescension which our community has
been shown throughout this process. This situation is not only disrespectful to Dr. Delany’s
memory, but the collective memory of several generations of SEEK community members.
Please understand, this negligence is an affront to our university’s identity as an engine of social
mobility for the youth of New York City.

Nonetheless, in our SEEK community we believe in restorative justice. Every relationship

involves episodes of harm and repair.

Everyone involved in this story needs one another to succeed. For this reason, we are only asking
the college’s leaders to take accountability for their actions by providing us with a safe and clean
environment in which to serve our students. This means two things:

One, Delany Hall must be fully cleaned and prepared to host the human beings that work there
before we return.

Two, Queens College must allow PSC to work with an independent outside agency to fully
inspect the building for health and safety before we return, These steps will demonstrate a good

faith commitment to making things right.

Thank you for listening.



