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Dear CUNY BOT: 

 

We raised our graduate class sizes by one-third three years ago to an average of 19 students per 

class versus 12. It has meant a lot more work for me and my colleagues at CUNY Lehman 

College in the Bronx in our Counselor Education/School Counseling master's program.  

 

We have awesome students. But most did not get adequate feedback on their writing skills in 

high school or in undergraduate studies due to huge class sizes in NYC DOE and all too many 

undergraduate programs that have all been affected by the state's disinvestment in K-20 

education for decades.  

 

Our approach is that if we take a graduate student in, we ensure they have everything they need 

to graduate successfully. That means spending, on average, 2-3 hours per student paper per class 

(20 classes averaging two papers each to graduation) to give extensive feedback in writing. It 

means holding additional office hours where we work on writing skills. It means holding writing 

skills workshops hosted by faculty on the weekends to ensure student success. It has meant 

creating a new elective course on Professional Writing for Educators. It means referring students 

to the Writing Center, the Counseling Center, and the Library. It means dealing with anxiety 

from not getting what they needed prior to graduate school (and 3 different sets of professional 

staff having to deal with the crisis). It means less time for our own professional writing, research, 

and other tasks as faculty, because we are the end of the line for disinvestment and underfunding 

and large class sizes in K-20 public education in New York state. All of this can be attributed to 

a racist, classist K-20 NYS funding system that inadequately funds K-20 education and has 

forced us to increase class sizes for the most vulnerable students--poor and working-class Black 

and Latinx students--many of whom are dual-language first-generation--who need more 

resources to be successful. We need to make college free, lower class sizes K-12, and tax the 

rich. It can be done, and if you won't, we'll see you in the streets. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stuart Chen-Hayes, Ph.D., NCC, LCPC (IL) 

Professor/Program Coordinator, 

Counselor Education/School Counseling 

CUNY Lehman College 

 

 


