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Chancellor and Trustees: 
 
I just want to make one point, addressed to the Trustees and to Chancellor Félix Matos 
Rodríguez: 
 
On a segment of 60 minutes, in mid June, John King, the president and CEO of The Education 
Trust, a non-profit working for underserved students, said: 
 
"I think a lot about CUNY partly because it's such a powerful engine of social mobility today and 
has been for generations, generations of low-income folks, generations of immigrants who 
through CUNY, have gotten access to the American dream." 
 
Headlines:  
In the New Yorker: 
The Pandemic Is the Time to Resurrect the Public University 
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/the-pandemic-is-the-time-to-resurrect-
the-public-university 
 
In the NY Times 
The Backward Logic of Austerity Threatens America’s Most Vibrant Campus 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/26/opinion/cuny-cuts-ben-lerner.html 
 
Inside Higher Ed has chronicled that CUNY has suffered more coronavirus deaths than any other 
higher education system in the U.S. 
 
https://insidehighered.com/news/2020/06/23/cuny-system-suffers-more-coronavirus-deaths-
any-other-higher-ed-system-us 
 
A trustee is a guardian. CUNY is a public trust with a commitment to working and middle class 
students.  The Chancellor is the public face of CUNY and in a better position than past 
chancellors to argue for CUNY’s importance as past president of both a community and senior 
college. Some of the Trustees have histories in communities of color.   
 
My question: 
 
What is the Board of Trustees and the Chancellor doing to publicly advocate for CUNY as a vital 
resource in the city’s economic recover?  PSC members have written a flood of editorials and the 
PSC and its chapters have mobilized and worked diligently with state and local legislators to save 
CUNY. 
 
We don’t see you, we don’t hear you, even in support of the urgently and powerful written 
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public statements union members are making in defense of CUNY.  
 
Are you public advocates?  
 
Students, elected officials and the PSC are calling to save CUNY.  We get broad public support 
because thousands of NYC families send their children to CUNY, work there or graduated from 
CUNY.  Even police officers have told us as they arrested us during civil disobedience acts that 
they graduated from CUNY. 
 
Our students are majority people of color.  Cuts affect them.  Layoffs will likely disproportionally 
impact Black and Latino employees, the communities hardest hit by COVID?  Can you imaging 
losing heath care in a pandemic that is far from over? 
 
I urge you to act NOW before more damage is done to people’s lives. 
 
I’m asking and students are asking and CUNY employees are asking for the Trustees and the 
Chancellor’s office to step up in a crisis.  If not now, when?   
 
And if you cannot step up, you should not be a Trustee; you should step down. 
 
Blanca Vázquez 
 
 


