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November 13, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Monika Pacholczyk. I have worked as an adjunct lecturer at The English Language 

Center (TELC) at LaGuardia Community College since January 2000 and as a CET at Baruch 

College in the Continuing and Professional Studies (CAPS) department since summer of 2007. 

Now I am among hundreds of adjuncts across CUNY who have been laid off and who face grim 

prospects for the future. There are two points I’d like to address: 

1. I have been working at TELC for 20 years, but because I started very part-time, my 20 

years of service have not generated enough hours to meet the criteria for retirement. 

When I started working at TELC, seniority was a decisive factor in the number of hours a 

new teacher could get. I accepted that, and it made perfect sense to me. Now I am not 

at a retirement age yet, but I would like to at least have an opportunity to build for it. In 

the meantime, I have not worked at TELC since June and at CAPS since April of this year. 

I have finally started to receive my  unemployment benefits, but I have lost my health 

insurance and simply cannot afford to enroll in any reasonable plan at the moment; 

precisely at a time when my neighborhood, Astoria, is among the zip codes that have 

reported a spike in positive cases of COVID-19 in recent days. This situation is both 

inconceivable and unconscionable.  I am scared, I am lost, and I am really not sure what 

I am supposed to do next. I feel futureless, vulnerable, and powerless, and I do not 

understand what happened with the concept of seniority at CUNY and rather very basic 

humanity. Are educators like me really that completely expendable? 

       

2.  In the spring, during the height of the pandemic, my and my colleagues’ role was not 

only to provide language instruction to our students but also to simply help them cope 

with the situation. Many of our students are international students, living here without 

their families and often in isolation. During the lockdown, we, the teachers, and our 

painstakingly prepared lessons provided the focal points the students could rely on. We 

are still in the midst of the pandemic. Many of our students still need these focal points, 

but at this time, so do we, their unemployed teachers.  

 



As Chair Barron said in her closing remarks at the November 12 hearing, “Every problem 

has a solution.” So let’s please work on that! 

Thank you for your time and attention.  


