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The Impact of Pathways on Language Instruction at Bronx Community College: 

 

As the interim chair of modern languages at Bronx Community College, I wish to make two 

points: The first addresses foreign language instruction, the second the Pathways process. First, it 

is ironic that our Pathways initiative demonstrates such little regard for the inclusion of foreign 

language instruction. Last Spring, while at BCC, Chancellor Goldstein said that educational 

improvement is a national security issue. This March, in its “Independent Task Force Report No. 

68: U.S. Education Reform and National Security,” the Council on Foreign Relations echoed that 

opinion, stressing the need for “science, technology and foreign languages and cultures in the 

Common Core.” Pathways certainly pays attention to science, technology and cultures, but 

foreign languages have been at best an afterthought. Last October’s draft from the CUNY 

Pathways Steering Committee did not mention foreign languages, and although the December 

revision acknowledged the need for the inclusion of foreign language study, Pathways’ structure 

suggests a tepid commitment to meeting that need because, to be included in CUNY’s Common 

Core, humanities courses are limited to three credits and three hours of instruction. That 

stipulation short changes our students. 

 

The majority of students that my department serves major in Liberal Arts and intend to complete 

their Associates Degree, then transfer to a four-year college.  But they arrive ill-prepared to 
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tackle the cognitive challenges needed to acquire proficiency in a foreign language. Few of our 

students have any knowledge of the syntactic structures that are the basic building blocks of 

language, and the Bronx Community College’s current requirement of two four-hour/four-credit 

courses is barely adequate to bring them to rudimentary fluency and preparation for further study 

at the four-year college. If foreign language instruction is to be included in the Pathways 

Common Core, it must be watered down to three credits and three hours. Given the global nature 

of today’s economy, and given that highly regarded colleges require the four credit/four hour 

structure, as it stands, Pathways  moves CUNY in the wrong direction.  

 

Now for my second point: The Pathways process has not allowed for the careful reflection and 

deliberation that significant curricular change deserves. Instead, it insists that we dash forward to 

meet deadlines that were set without our input. The administration and faculty on my campus 

have worked in good faith to meet those deadlines. Recognizing the work required to meet the 

April 1, deadline, our Pathways committee met several times in January, and having discussed 

some of the ramifications of such extensive reform, we asked for clarifications and received a 

confusing, self-contradictory response, from Executive Vice Chancellor Logue in late January.  

 

Since then, we have received additional directives, the most recent being emailed on June 11. I 

was asked to respond to that June 11 missive by, June 13, with no time to consult the faculty 

members whose will I am supposed to represent. I do not fault my local administration for this. 

They are simply working to meet the Chancellor’s deadlines.  
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I close with a simple request: Rather than continue this mad dash to a hastily and almost 

certainly faulty conclusion, I ask that the Board and the Chancellor engage the faculty in genuine 

dialogue regarding how we improve the curriculum and move CUNY forward productively.  

 

 


