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State slices CUNY budget twice

By DANIA RAJENDRA

CUNY was hit with a $50.6 million
cut in State funding in August, after
the Legislature approved reductions
proposed by Gov. David Paterson.
The move came on top of $17.7 mil-
lion in cuts that were part of the
State budget passed last spring and
a $5.9 million reduction in City aid to
community colleges.

The PSC fought the cuts hard, lob-
bying lawmakers, asking members
to speak out and generating press
coverage across the state. “Opposi-
tion among legislators to the gover-
nor’s additional August cuts was
strong,” said PSC First Vice Presi-
dent Steve London. “Then, we heard
that CUNY management

City leaves capital $ on the table

for the Legislature to send about
CUNY’s ability to endure disinvest-
ment by the State,” she told The
Chief.

Goldstein said that there would
be no reduction of “direct student
services” or course cancellations,
but as Clarion went to press there
were reports at Brooklyn College
that some courses were axed due to
cuts in the adjunct hiring budget.

FEW CHOICES

“We weighed all the available op-
tions but there are precious few
choices,” BC President Christoph

Kimmich told the Excel-

sent the message that Albany 0Ks sior, the college’s student
CUNY could handle the cuts after paper. “What we have to
cuts. This made further op- do is (a) reduce the funds
position difficult.” CUNY signals we normally set aside for

Chancellor Goldstein indi- it can live hiring adjunct faculty and
cated that more than half of (b) postpone or defer main-
the cuts will be covered by ~Withthem.  tenance, renovation, re-

surpluses from the FY08

CUNY budget and the use of capital
funds, for a net operating budget cut
of $18.6 million. He said CUNY would
continue hiring some full-time facul-
ty “for replacement purposes and for
new positions already...in each col-
lege’s financial plan,” as well as some
“staff who provide direct services to
students.” But he said the cuts would
require a hiring freeze for all non-in-
structional staff and strict limits on
other spending.

“It’s preposterous to suggest that
CUNY can withstand this level of
cuts after two decades of fiscal star-
vation and not be hurt,” said PSC
President Barbara Bowen. “We feel
that it is absolutely the wrong signal

pairs, painting and the like.
This will probably have the effect of
reducing some courses we offer
now....”

Citing a ballooning budget deficit,
Paterson summoned legislators
back for a special session in August
and called for State spending reduc-
tions of 7% across the board. Legis-
lators did reject proposed cuts in the
State’s base aid to both SUNY and
CUNY community colleges and to
the State’s Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram, reflecting these constituen-
cies’ opposition to further cuts.

Albany corridors were buzzing
with speculation about why Gold-
stein had backed off from firm op-
position to the CUNY cuts. Top

Obama, McCain differ on

By PETER HOGNESS &
KARAH WOODWARD

Comparing Barack Obama’s and
John McCain’s positions on higher
education, one thing is clear: the
Obama campaign has given the top-
ic a lot more attention. The McCain
campaign did not release a higher
education policy statement until Au-
gust 15, and it adds up to six short,
general paragraphs. Obama re-
leased his months ago and it runs
for several pages, presenting a num-
ber of proposals that are fairly de-
tailed.

PELL GRANTS

The two candidates have different
views on student aid, the focus of
most federal higher education poli-
cy. When Obama was elected to the
US Senate, the first bill he intro-
duced called for raising the maxi-
mum Pell Grant from $4,050 to $5,100,
and he supported subsequent
changes that raised it to $5,400. On
student loans, Obama favors ending
federal subsidies to private lenders
and instead expanding the publicly

funded Direct Loan program, which
he says costs less but provides the
same benefit. McCain has repeated-
ly voted against increasing the Pell
Grant maximum; he supports con-
tinuing the role of private lenders
and in 2005 voted to allow

SUNY administrators spoke open-
ly about the State budget squeeze
as “an opportunity” to win support
for a new policy of permanent, an-
nual tuition hikes, and some won-
dered if the CUNY chancellor had
similar ideas.

Annual tuition increases are part
of Goldstein’s “CUNY Compact”
proposal for financing the Universi-
ty, which calls for tuition increases
to finance the majority of the costs
of programmatic increases. At the
University Student Senate retreat
at the start of this semester, Gold-
stein said bluntly that a tuition hike
at CUNY is necessary.

The PSC has strongly opposed tu-
ition increases at CUNY. “In times
of economic hardship, investment in
higher education should be in-
creased, not cut,” London said. “Tu-
ition increases would put new
financial burdens on our student
body in an already difficult econom-
ic climate and make retention and
increased graduation rates — some
of CUNY’s important goals — even
harder to achieve. There is no sub-
stitute for public funding.”

TUITION HIKES

The union has also pointed out
that past tuition hikes have often
left CUNY with less net revenue
than before: higher tuition has been
imposed along with cuts in State
support, which then reduced the
baseline for public funding in future
years.

“The essence of the ‘Compact’ is
supposed to involve an increase in
State funding as a precondition for tu-

PSC Secretary Arthurine DeSola spoke against the State budget cuts on August 15.

ition hikes,” said London. “At a time
when we are starting the next budget
cycle $68 million in the hole, it would
go against the Compact’s own logic to
raise tuition,” said London.

Last spring’s City budget didn’t
help CUNY students’ burdens. Cut-
ting City aid to community colleges
by $5.9 million and a 39% reduction
in the Vallone Scholarships were
bad enough. In some ways worse
was the City’s failure to meet State
capital appropriations for CUNY,
which left $157 million “on the
table,” including money badly need-
ed for the replacement of Fiterman

higher education policy

He would replace it with a box to
check on federal tax returns, allow-
ing financial aid information to be
filed automatically. McCain offers
more general support for “consoli-
dating programs” and simplifying

the application form, but

them to raise interest rates  Opposing does not specify how.

on some student loans. views on Beyond student aid, Oba-
Obama’s “American Op- ma proposes to boost direct

portunity Tax Credit” would Pell Grants, support to colleges. His

provide a $4,000 education research Community College Part-

credit for students who com- nership Program would

mit to 100 hours of communi-  funds provide new grants to two-

ty service. The credit would
be fully refundable: low-income fam-
ilies who pay less than that amount
in taxes would still receive the full
$4,000 benefit. McCain does not call
for any new tax benefits for higher
education. He says only that “existing
tax benefits are too complicated” and
that more people would take advan-
tage of them if they were simplified.
In one of their few points of agree-
ment, McCain and Obama both say
that federal student financial aid has
become too complex. Obama calls
specifically for getting rid of the 127-
question FAFSA application form.

year institutions to analyze
which skills are in high demand in
the local job market and help pre-
pare students for those jobs. It would
also support community colleges
that increase the number of students
who attain their AA degree and/or
the number who transfer to senior
colleges. McCain has no proposals to
increase direct aid to institutions of
higher education.

Obama also supports doubling
federal funding for basic research
and praises the role that “institu-
tions of higher learning have served
as the nation’s primary research

and development laboratories.” An-
other funding priority for the Demo-
cratic nominee would be a new
program of grants for “outstanding
early-career researchers.”

MOCKING RESEARCH

McCain’s main comment about
federally funded research has been
to highlight - and ridicule - a study
of grizzly bear DNA. “Three million
dollars to study the DNA of bears in
Montana,” growls a McCain TV ad.
“Unbelievable!”

Researchers at the US Geological
Survey say that in fact the study is
key to determining whether or not
the bears are still an endangered
species: barbed-wire stations in the
forest snag fur from passing bears,
and genetic fingerprinting then al-
lows scientists to build an accurate
population count.

McCain’s higher education policy
statement promises that “eliminat-
ing earmarks would immediately
and significantly improve the feder-
al government’s support for univer-
sity research” by avoiding the
diversion of research budgets into

Hall, the BMCC building destroyed
on 9/11.

In May, 150 PSC members and
students were joined by 14 City
Councilmembers in speaking out at
City Hall against Bloomberg’s cuts.
This grassroots lobbying got some
substantial restorations: the Coun-
cil restored $24.4 million to the com-
munity college operating budget
and provided $10.6 million for stu-
dent services and programs. But
while the picture was less bleak
than at the State level, the union
called the final City budget “disap-
pointing.”

“pork barrel projects.” However, Mc-
Cain has said that eliminating ear-
marks will pay for tax cuts, US
troops in Iraq and a balanced budget.
Given that in 2005, the Office of Man-
agement and Budget put the total
cost of earmarks in the federal bud-
get at $18.9 billion - less than the US
spends in Iraq every two months —
it’s not clear how much would be left
over for research funding.

Aside from earmarks, McCain’s
Web site says almost nothing about
federal research support; instead it
emphasizes tax breaks for privately
funded R&D.

The differences in the two candi-
dates’ approaches to these issues
might be related to Obama’s 12
years on the faculty of the Universi-
ty of Chicago. But whether the rea-
sons are partly personal or purely
political, Obama’s and McCain’s
stands on higher education present
a study in contrasts.

The AFT, the PSC’s national affiliate, has
endorsed Barack Obama for president.
Union members from New York will be
working to help himwin, both locally and
in other states. Ifyou’d like to get involved
in the PSC’s efforts, contact Amanda
DeJesus Magalhaes at adejesus@
pscmail.org or (212) 354-1252.
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